DOCUMENT RFSUHE 



FL 016 28i 



Zimmer-Loew, Hrlanv-^ 

Travel Study Prpgrains for Secondary Students: 
Guidelines for O&A' 

ERIC Clear ihghcusa eh Lahguages and Linguistics, 
Washington, 

Office of Educational Research and -.Improvement (ED), 
Nashington, DC. 
Nov 86 
400-86-0019 

Information Analyses - ERIC Information Analysis 
Products (071) 



MFOl/PCOl Plus Postage. _ 

Administrator Attitudes; Cross Cultural Training; 
Educational Objectives; Foreign Countries; j 
School Students; Informatibh Sources; Ihtercultural _ 
Commuhieat ion; Orients ^Program Design; ^Program 

implementation^ Secondary Education; Second Language 
Learning; *Study Abroad; ^Travel 



Short-term travel study programs for high school 
students of fer international interpersonal encounters^ exposure to 
foreign languages^ afid opportunities f^ 
of global citizenship and International re^ 

to be a growing_ihterest among-educators in invol^ in 
foreign travel and study ^ A short^rterm overseas program can take 
several forms, but the coitbinati^ study and a 

home St ay is preferred fo-* |>romoting growth in foreign language 
ability and appreciation, i nternational awareness^ adaptability^ 
non-materialism, and inderetideiice and responsibility. School 
administrators need information about the legal ah insurance aspects 
of such a program as well as_particulars concerning_quality^ __ 
itinerary^ costs^ program in 
order ^ to choose_ or approve adoption of a program. Details to be 
organized or investigated include provisions for transportation, 
iodgingr meaisr tipSj, entertainment , gifts, passports and visas, 
insurance, baggage, medical treatment, and student screening. Student 
orientation should focus on cultural similarities aiid differences aiid 
on language abilities and personal skills heeded toadjust to the hew 
environo^eht i The use of role-play i hg , s imulat i oh , aihd reading a 
variety of related boaks is also recommended. (MSE) 
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FOR SECONDARY STUDENTS: 



GUIDELINES FOR TEACHERS 



PrBpared by Helene ZImmer-Loew 

What Are The Bemflts of S^iort-Term 
Travel StuHy Prograrfts? 



The shdrt-term travel study prograni is one of ihe 
exciting arid potentially vSuaCIe ventures ih-Cdiicitidn ioS 
IntemaUonal pcople-lo-pftoplc en^^^ probably the 

most effective jvay to ihstiil global and cultural awareness in 
ihdividu^s»^pecQ^y when they are young. Such exchanges 
remove sdi^nts &om their usual surroundings and routine and 
bring them in^ sustain^ face-to>faoe interactioi/; with p^le 
who are fundamentally different from themselves. Such 
experiences place the students in situations where they are 
personally involved and iiiusllectually challenged intensively 
during most of their wakiiig mbmerits over a period of many 
weeks^ There is ho better way to iniesailtb sttidents the stiidy 
of a "foreign" language as a useful than when they 

themselves are using Ae^ol^ the classrooni to 

cope in leid-iHe^c^unmindcmive sidiaBons. 
- - ^ w^dmdeconununication makes us increasingly aware 
of the interdependence of nations, educators in tlie Uhi^ 
States are becoming more insistent dh r greater role for 
international issues in the^eiieral cuiticuluhi as well as in 
extraciiuticular activities. J3i^ahizaticHis as the Cburicil 
of Chief State ScIkwI Officers, the Natibrial Assbeiatibh of 
Secondary School FHncipste, auid theAmenciovAs^ 
Schbbl Administratbrs are supporting resolutions and 
prb^ms that prbvide bp^^unities a^^ experiences for 
students 10 develop a sense of global citizenship and 
intemadonai responsibility. With the announconent of the 
President's Initiative on Youth Exchange in 1982, even more 
secondary schools and communides have beeii eiicbiir^ed to 
beoHne involved ifi youth one-way and exchah^ {vc^raihs. 

Because of the diversi^ of profit and ricH-for-profit ag^ci^ 
involved, it is difficult to estimate the number of America 
s<^ii»j^ student whd^dy, wodc ancl/br &avei ^r^ either 
^^^^ ^ ^5*"^ acadeinic year. However, 
despite shoit-tenn reversals, there appears to be a growing 
interest among educators, especially within the Idcal^egidnal 
^hool community, in taldng a more active part in irivolyihg 
their students in foreign travel and study : as: well as 
encbi^agiiig foreign students to >isit their sch(:k>ls. Most will 
probably choose an already established irogram, while fewer 
others will create their own programs through p^^nal or. 
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professional contacts. In eidier case, there are several major 
cbmpc^ents of such programs to be planned, implemented, 
evdiBted and review^ 

What Should Be The Goals of The 
Program ? 



A short term overseas program can take several forms: (1) 
travel with study and a homestay; (2) study only; and (3) 
travel only. The main reason for taking students abroad is to 
expose them ta tliC various aspects of other cultures, and to 
i^Tiprdve their ability to cdmmuiucate with native speakers of 
the laiiguage^sLthey h^^ studied in the classrbbm in the 
United States. Therefcve, unless carefuUy balanced, bptibns 2 
and 3 defeat the purpose bf tiaiis^ another 
comiii^. Inten^ve ciassrobm sessions can be just as well 
offered at home^ to ba worthwhile, travel only must be 
preceded by a careful, leni^lhy orientation and implemented 
with an agenda of on-^the-spot problem solving activities. 

Option 1 is without qiiestion the preferred type of overseas 
program. Recuit rese^h has shown that secondary students 
living with a new fainily in another cburitry display 
accelerated growth arid iinprbvemerit in ttie follbwihg areas: 

Foreign language ability cmd ^feda^wn:^ J^^ 
cbmmunicate with people in a sc^nd langiutge mid thus to 
take^advm^ge of bj^rtunities and altmiativ^ resulting from 
biBnguaUsm. - 

Jntematiomd awareness: an undoistanding that the worid is 
one community; a cap s:ity t ) emjimhize with pec^le in other 
coimtries; an i^ppn^cuation of die common needs and concerns 
of p(^ie in different culture ]. : 

Ad^icMlity: the abili^/ U3 deal flexibly with and adjust to 
hew people^ places and s'oiatibris; a willingness to change 
behavior patterns arid bpih oris when influenced by others. 

Nah-maienalisffL: n^t placihg_liigh value on materal 
diiii^;iX>ric^ior spiri^ f ^ ^ 

if^p^emej mpjn^U]^ for seff: the ability? to exercise 
self^ontrol and to be self-dira:ted; the capacity to avoid 
ctHiformity and to resist p^ pressiire. 

Whether developing your own program with a schbbl 
abroad or chddsirig ah established one, the intended learning 
biitcbmes for students should serve as primary guidelines for 
your final choice. 
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Can You Convlnc6_ School 
Administrators Thai The Program Will 
Bo VaWablo? 



Administratbi^ boards of edw:atioa and their attomejns will 
want details on quality of the piogiams, the itinerary, costs, 
administration of the organization, and its fmst record. Of 
even more impcxtance to these gatekeepers tcklay ait the legal 
asi>ects of travel stiidy ventures, arid insurance coverage.: Be 
well prepared to present these critical details to the board, or 
your careful planning Mil Mve been in^^ v^ fear of 

[awsuits has recendy caused mimy boa^ tb dehy educau^ 
permission to offer travel study programs under school 
auspices. 

Using the Advisory List of Internadonal Educadonal Travel 
and Exchange Programs: published by: the Cduncil dii 
St^^dards for InternaUQ^^ arid callirig 

yburpmfc^Korial Ismgiia^ for recommendations 

are both excellent w^ys to ensure that you have chosen an 
esuiblished, reliable program. 



What Details Must 
And/Or Investigated? 



Be Organized 



Transponation: airfare, surface transportation, public 
trans^rtatidn, tour costs; 

Lodiihg: home stays and hotels during the travel portions 
of the program; 

: fiuhily m^s, meals in hotels; 

f^jr forliotelpeKQhhd,busd^ 

Enrcrrafnmen^v siuderite should know how much money 
ti^ey will for socializing, movi^; 

G^is: especially for a homestay, stu(^nts should bring a 
Small token of ^:p^ciatidn to present to their hosts; 

Passports and was: have students ^ply eaHy arid check 
their prt^ess; 

_ _ 7s.s^umic^: liability insurance s^ i^nld investigated by the 
school att^ey who wiB dso recbmrnehd the wording of a 
release form; insurance costs must be included in your 
program costs. 

Baggage: students should condder this their responsibility; 
riiariy hdriiedwrier policies cover the cost of a loss abroad. 

Me£cal: again, most students will be cdyj^d under 
family health and ^ideiAt p^Ucies. which should be reviewed 
to assure that cbvo^e exteiids to a foreign cbuhbry. Ivlaiiy 
commercial and not-for-profit tours also include medical 
insurance in their package. 

Screening studenis: sure to review the psychological 
arid health records of all students you are sending or 
accbriipariying. Identifying medical arid mental problems 
before departure will curtail most major problems while 
atxoau. 

What Kind of Oriehfation Shouid You 
Cohduet? 

Orientation is the preparation of students for the 
adjustmen ts they must m ake abroad in order to achieve the 



pereonal as wcF as group pbj«:tives of the:pn)gram* It iTk 
process of educating the participants to think arid respond 
effectively in aribther erivirbhment to prevehijmiajbrfuittire 
shbck^ DrientaUbri shbidd foeus bir the simiteities and 
differences between die studeii^Vcabure and the ctiitiire(s) io 
be visited._-^ Genei^ socid arid^c^ elernents as well as 
cusbms mid mores shoidd be included. Significant ponions 
of the CMientadon should focus on the language ability and 
personal skills students wiil need to adjust to the new 
erivirpriirierit Through brieritatibri sessibris, individuals 
should becbriie riibre aware bf themselves and . their 
relationship tb Uieir own culture. Often, r^le playing and 
simulation exercises are exc^Hent vehicles fbr ^aridng such 
a^'^eness. Students shouid be urged to read history and 
geography bodes as well as texts on sociology and economics 
if time permits. 



iResources 



Council on fiit^natibnal Educatibnai Exchange 
265 East 42nd Sirtci 
New York, NY 10017 

Council m Standards for International Education 
1906 AsspciadOT prive 
Resiori, VA 22091 

Institute bf Internatibnal Educatibn 
809 United Nations i4aza 
New York, NY 10017 
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